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English Curriculum Intent  

At West Wimbledon Primary School, we promote high standards of language and 
literacy by equipping children with a strong command of spoken and written 
language, and developing their love of literature through widespread reading for 
enjoyment. Achieving competence in English language is a vital part of the education 
of our pupils. We aim to provide children with all the skills and knowledge they need 
to communicate effectively and make sense of the world.  

Writing  

‘You can make anything by writing.’ C.S Lewis  

We strive to create an environment that will promote writing and allow all children 
to see themselves as writers. We understand the vital place writing has in both 
education and society, and strive to elevate the importance of writing proficiency 
across the curriculum. We view writing as an invaluable form of communication and 
aim to ensure all children have a passion for writing that will lead to future 
successes. 

English Lessons (Year 1 - 6) 

In English, our sequences of learning are inspired by high quality books, video clips, 

images or relevant topics. They are carefully planned towards clear writing 

outcomes. We aim to immerse children in the character, plots, debates, current 

issues or topics while also explicitly teaching the spelling, grammar, handwriting and 

punctuation required.  

We have high expectations for all writers and create an environment where children 

are confident to share work, receive feedback and respond. Pupils have access to a 

wide range of writing opportunities that include: 

-shared writing 

-independent writing  

-writing different text types and narrative styles 

-writing in different curriculum areas 

-writing related to own experiences and enjoyment  
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Each sequence of lessons will include:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oracy 

Oracy opportunities will be explicitly planned for throughout each sequence of 

learning and play a significant role in the EYFS Curriculum. We know that with the 

right teaching and support, pupils can become confident, fluent speakers able to 

express themselves eloquently in a range of different contexts. We use sentence 

STEMS and oral rehearsal as a crucial part of the teaching of writing. More 

information on the teaching of Oracy can be located in the Oracy handbook.  

 

Experience Lessons: 

Motivation is crucial to writing. A new experience, a mystery to 

solve, a cause to support or a visit to a new and unexplored place 

can provide a spark of inspiration or a wave of enthusiasm. Each 

of our sequences of learning will include lessons which are 

explicitly planned to excite and engage children in the writing 

process.  
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Vocabulary Acquisition: 

Across the West Wimbledon Curriculum, we prioritise the teaching of vocabulary to 

allow children to become ‘word-rich’. In each English sequence of lessons, we plan 

for children to become immersed in ‘useful’ vocabulary. This includes teaching new 

and unknown words alongside giving children the opportunity to find synonyms and 

explore the nuanced differences between these.  

The EEF Vocabulary in Action- 
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Useful ways to introduce and teach vocabulary: 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explicit teaching of relevant grammar skills: 

Each sequence of learning will include explicit teaching of the grammar skills set out 

within the National Curriculum and in the WWPS English ‘Progression of Skills Map.’ 

We use ‘small steps’ to build on children’s prior learning and gradually remove 

scaffolding to support independence. We teach grammar skills in context to help 

children to connect abstract rules to meaningful communication. 
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We use the Vocabulary Ninja SPAG starters as retrieval practice from Year 1 - Year 6 

and Easy Education Grammar to support with low-stakes quizzing and assessment. 

Sentence Crafting/ Building Lessons: 

Scaffolding sentences is an important part of the writing process. ‘Sentences are the 

currency in which writers deal. Words are important but how they are placed within 

sentences can have a huge effect on the reader,’ (Modelling Exciting Writing). When 

a specific sentence structure is introduced, we can encourage children to imitate it in 

order to practise that writing technique.  This allows children to experiment with 

language in given sentence structures and to experience success in their own writing.  

Sentence Crafting Strategies- 

● Slow writing 

● DADWAVERS 

● Sentence stacking 

● Direct imitation 

● Sentence Strip building 

Scaffolds are to be used when necessary and appropriate and are not a ‘one size fits 

all’ process.  

Sentence Scaffolds- 

● Visuals 

● Sentence frames 

● Sentence stems  

● Word banks 

● Blanks levels 

● Colourful semantics 
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Shared and Modelled Writing: 

Our children will see teachers as writers and will observe us modelling ‘writing 

behaviours’. In a ‘modelled write’, children observe teachers write a passage 

referring to the objectives and criteria, verbalising their thought processes. In a 

‘shared write’, the teacher elicits ideas from the children and together they compose 

a collaborative passage. We consider the following elements as essential: 

- Write live in the lesson. 

-Model the process of using the taught skills, and where appropriate, of weaving 

these together in a coherent piece of writing. 

-Model spelling and new vocabulary. 

-Think aloud and make deliberate mistakes, editing as you write. 

-Read the piece over as a whole. 

We will display shared and modelled writing around the classroom as crucial 

elements of our working walls.  

Opportunities to edit and revise writing:  

We create opportunities for all our children to engage in editing and revising. We use 

the word editing to describe the process of correcting the mechanics of writing and 

revising as re-looking and improving the content, organisation and sentence 

structure based on audience and purpose. We model these processes and teach 

these skills in accordance with the ‘progression of skills map’. Teachers indicate 

where they would like children to make an edit using pink highlighter and children 

respond to this using a purple pen. 

Pupil conferencing- Teachers build in opportunities for pupil conferencing within the 

writing process. This is a discussion about learning between the teacher and pupil 

and ensures that all learners have the opportunity to hear their words back to them. 

This is an important way to engage learners in effective editing and revising.  

Strong Foundations: 

Developing the automaticity of transcription skills is crucial in freeing up working 

memory. We prioritise the teaching of foundational writing skills like handwriting 

and spelling in the Early Years, and understand the importance of oral language 

development . 
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Drawing Club: 

In Reception, we use Drawing Club. This is a learning approach that 
uses books and stories to develop literacy skills. It involves a whole 
group session based on a picture book, followed by teacher-supported 
small group activities. This allows us to: 

-immerse our children in the world of story 

-share a treasure trove of language and vocabulary with children 

-develop children’s creativity and imagination 

-give the children age appropriate practice that is highly engaging  

Spelling 

Read Write Inc 

In EYFS and KS1, we follow the Read Write Inc programme to teach phonics. In 

writing, the children: 

• learn to write and form the graphemes which represent the 44 phonemes 
with the help of fun phrases 

• learn to write words by using Fred Talk 
• learn to build sentences by practising sentences out loud before they write 

More information about the teaching of phonics at West Wimbledon Primary School 
can be found in the Reading Handbook. 
 
Spelling Shed  

From Year 2 onwards, we use Spelling Shed to explicitly teach spelling rules and the 

words found in the statutory spelling lists.   

Each Stage includes a Medium Term plan to map out the coverage across the year. 
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Moderation: 

We have a commitment towards ensuring that teachers make consistent 

judgements about standards, which are accurate, fair and comparable with 

those made for other children. To ensure this, termly moderation of writing 

judgements is a vital part of writing assessment at West Wimbledon Primary 

School. Each cycle of moderation will include 3 sessions (1 within the year 

group, 1 with the year group above and 1 with the year group below). In 

addition to this, we take part in external moderation with schools within our 

cluster and borough.  

Teachers will use the ‘expected standards key objectives’ and the ‘working at 

exemplifications’ to inform their decisions. 

Handwriting 

At West Wimbledon Primary School, we believe that handwriting is a complex 

skill to learn and starts well before a child is ready to pick up a pencil and make 

marks on paper. To develop good handwriting, you need to: 

1. Have good whole body strength and dexterity 

2. Understand direction, movement and position 

3. Remember and recall how to form the different shapes of the letters 

4. Sit correctly 

5. Hold a pencil appropriately 
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6. Control the pencil 

7. Tilt and move the paper on the desk 

8. Refine letter formation and position 

9. Join the letters to form words  

The points above show that handwriting requires the integration and maturation of a wide 

range of cognitive, perceptual and motor skills including: 

1. Gross motor skills 

2. Fine motor skills 

3. Visual motor control 

4. Hand eye coordination 

5. Cognitive and perceptual skills 

6. Tactile and kinaesthetic sensitivities 

7. Behaviour, concentration and motivation 

8. Spatial awareness 

All of these skills develop at different rates in different children. A weakness in any of the key 

areas can affect a child’s handwriting skills. Awareness of this complexity informs the curriculum 

and teaching progression across the school. It also underpins any intervention programme used 

to support a child who is experiencing difficulties.  

More detailed information on the teaching of handwriting at each stage can be found in our 

handwriting policy. 
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Writing curriculum overview :  
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Books/ Articles used to inform the  teaching of writing at WWPS: 

-On The Write Track by James Clements 

-Real World Writers by Ross Young and Felicity Ferguson 

-Modelling Exciting Writing by Adam Bushnell, Rob Smith and David Waugh 

-Mastering Writing at Greater Depth by Adam Bushnell, Angela Gill and David Waugh 

-Closing the Vocabulary Gap by Alex Quigly  

-The Importance of Modelling Writing to Children (https://literacytree.com/modelling-writing/) 

-Transform Teaching and Learning Through Talk: The Oracy Imperative by Amy Gaunt and Alice 

Stott 

-Vocabulary In Action (EEF) https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-

reports/literacy-ks2/Vocab_in_Action_Poster_v1.0.pdf?v=1677088321  

-Vocabulary in Action - misconceptions (EEF) 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/Vocabulary-in-

Action-Misconceptions.pdf?v=1679909428  

-Telling the story: The English Education Subject Report (OFSTED) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-english/telling-the-story-the-

english-education-subject-report  

-The Writing Framework (2025) 

-Merton Writing Review (2025) 

 

https://literacytree.com/modelling-writing/
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/Vocab_in_Action_Poster_v1.0.pdf?v=1677088321
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/Vocab_in_Action_Poster_v1.0.pdf?v=1677088321
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